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Monday morning, July 7,
2008, 11:00 a.m. I am sitting
on a blue plastic chair in our
upstairs office, which is slowly
beginning to take shape.
Looking out over the playground, I am watching the rain
soak the laundry that has
been trying to dry since Saturday! (We are heavy in the
throes of rainy season. This
means that it rains daily from
July through October, usually
just afternoon showers, not
the all day drizzle and fog that
we are experiencing today.
We then have no moisture
from November through April.
May and June can include
spotty showers.) I can hear
strains of Barney floating up
from the living room as Katie
tries to keep Ana, Ruth and
Caleb occupied while I work.
Ashleigh is manning school
this morning, supervising Angie, Diana, Marthita, Martha,
Fidel and Josiah. Pati has
gone to market with Joce.
Cirino is digging a trench to
drain water from the cow pen
and Victor has gone to Mexico
City to retrieve my renewed
visa from Mexican Immigration and then pick up my par-
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SPECIAL POINTS
OF INTEREST:
• Paperwork to become a
recognized not-for-profit
organization in the U.S.
is in process
• Martha showed significant progress in her
attitudes this week asking several times:
“Mom, is there anything
else I can do to help?”
• That we would have wisdom as to how to better
engage Fidel and Josiah
during worship time at
church

ents from the airport. (Yeah!
☺) Such is a “day in the life
of… US”!
As I work I enjoy listening to
music that inspires me.
(Besides, it helps drown out the
“kid noises” that can distract
me rather easily!) Today’s selection? “I’m Alive” by Celine
Dion!
Now, I do not know anything
about Celine Dion’s relationship with the Lord, but I do enjoy quite a bit of her music and
find this particular song to contain some spiritual truth and
feel that it reflects my life in
several ways. (My appreciation
for wholesome secular music
may come from having grown
up listening to Neil Diamond
every Saturday night after Dad
would get done studying/
memorizing his sermon for the
next day!)

“When you call on me.
When I hear you breathe.
I get wings to fly.
I feel that I’m alive.”
AN A

Wow! Life! Incredible!
Thank you Jesus!

Honestly, if I would sing this
song, I would say: “When I call
on you” because I call on Him
every single day—beginning
with my devotional time with
the Lord and continuing
throughout the day as needs
I get wings to fly….I’m alive”
and joys arise. Just this mornFollowing Christ, for me, has
ing as I opened His Word, I felt
meant to feel totally and com- like I could feel Him breathe—
pletely alive. It has meant
through those Holy Words and
great joys, great sorrows, great into my heart. Suddenly, as
comforts, great challenges—but those words soaked into my
it has meant truly LIVING! Not being I could feel my wings
just surviving!
(Continued on page 2)
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ALIVE (CONTINUED)
(Continued from page 1)

starting to grow. I left devotions knowing that I was
fully alive. (Pretty amazing
for 6:00 a.m. on a Monday
morning!) I was not only
alive, but right where God
wants me to be, doing
what He created me to do.
“When you look at me
I can touch the sky
I know that I’m alive.”
It is unfathomable to me
that the Creator of the
Universe, the Lord of
Lords, King of Kings, the
Holy One, became a helpless baby in order to save
me from my own sins. He
wants and desires so to
have a relationship with
me that He died for it!
Wow! When I realize that
HE, the great I AM, looks
at me, I certainly can feel
that I can touch the sky
and that living is for flying,
not crawling, and certainly
not for slithering.
“When you bless the day
I just drift away
All my worries die
I’m glad that I’m alive.”
I have been working
through a Bible Study by
Beth Moore entitled
“Stepping Up.” When talk-

ing about living a day
fire
blessed by God she writes:
Filled me with love
“Biblically, one is proMade me a woman on
nounced blessed when
clouds above.”
God is present and involved in his life. BlessedHe has truly set my
ness describes the condiheart on fire with a
tion of a person who repassion to love Him and
veres God, steeps her life
love others and has filled
in Him and follows His
me with His love so that I
ways. She doesn’t look to
CAN love Him and others.
God in spiritual or religious I am no longer of this
matters. She looks to Him world, but have my citizenin every matter. He’s not
ship in the clouds. I may
just the most important
live on earth, but I have a
part of her life. He is her
mansion being built in
life. The result
heaven!
of this divine
“I tell you the truth,
“I’ll be the
invasion is
unless a kernel of
one
that life operwheat falls to the
ates overall at
Standing by
ground
and
dies,
it
optimum
through
earthgood
remains only a
satisfaction,
single seed. But if
and
joy, and purthrough
it dies, it produces
pose and withtrying times
many seeds—
out the crushAnd it’s only
(LIFE).”
ing burdens of
begun
self-glory and
John 12:24
sin. In other
words, her life actually
works.” As Celine Dion
would say: “I’m glad that
I’m alive!” When God
blesses our day with His
presence and we look to
Him “everything else will
downsize into its proper
place” and worries truly do
die.
“You’ve set my heart on

I can’t wait
for the rest of my life!”
I may have a mansion
waiting in heaven, but, in
the meantime, life on
earth is joyfully and painfully real. Jesus—I promise
I’m in it until the end! This
is just the beginning and I
truly cannot wait for the
rest of my life. Expectation, hope, is a precious

gift!
When you reach for me
Raising spirits high
God knows that
I’m alive”
With his arms spread wide,
His heart reached out for you
and me, once and for all erasing the canyon of sin that divided us. God knows that we
are only truly alive when we
take His outstretched hands,
accepting to be crucified with
Christ.
Let’s live a blessed day— with
a God who is present and active in our lives. Let’s die to
self and call out to the One
who has reached down to us.
Fly, beloved, FLY! You are
truly alive!

JUNE 2008

Page 3

FISHERS OF MEN ADVISORY BOARD NEWS
The process to become an
official 501 (c)3 organization, a non-profit organization, in the United States,
continues to move forward. Throughout the
summer months, the lawyer, who is volunteering
his services, will be meeting with the three members of the provisional
Board of Directors that

has been organized in
order to file the necessary
paperwork with the respective government entities.
The current Fishers of
Men Advisory Board is
also in the process of
brainstorming ideas of
how to best organize the
legal Board of Directors,
who would help oversee

and coordinate the legal
and financial aspects of
the ministry, yet maintaining another organization,
possibly named Friends of
Fishers of Men, that would
give the opportunity for
those who are interested
in the daily aspects of the
ministry to meet together
and lend their support
through prayer, communi-

cation, promotion, mission
trips and fund raising.
Please pray for continued
wisdom as we seek to lay
a foundation that will enable Fishers of Men to
continue to be an organization of integrity that will
serve and honor the Lord
for generations to come.

REFUGE RANCH TEAM NEWS
It is so exciting to see the way
that the Lord uses the talents,
gifts, abilities and passions of
each person that He has
placed at Refuge Ranch in
order to carry out His will on a
daily basis and transform children’s lives through the reality
of daily life infused with
Christ’s presence. Albeit, as
the ministry at Refuge Ranch
grows, the number of individuals required to carry out that
ministry grows and so do the
opportunities for misunderstandings, offenses and
clashes. We covet your
prayers for continued unity
and teamwork as we seek to
honor and serve the Lord together.
We have been blessed by the
presence of Katie Woodward,
Woodward
a young woman from Julie’s
home church. She will be
spending the entire month of

July serving the Lord at Refuge Ranch. She spends her
morning blessing the lives of
Caleb, Ruth and Ana while
Mommy (Julie) is
homeschooling the older
children. Her afternoons are
spent doing odds and ends
like hanging curtains, staining bookshelves, sweeping,
and sorting socks. Each
evening can find her on the
playground participating in
some rousing and sweaty
soccer games with the kids.
Ashleigh is
preparing to
spend some
time at home
back in Ohio
later this
month. We
are going to
miss her
laugh dearly
and aren’t

quite sure how we are going
to get along without her!
The kids, and Pati, are coming up with every possible
way to bribe her to not go
home. However, seeing that
she must leave the country
in order to renew her visa, I
guess we’ll let her go and
hope she returns QUICKLY!
Seriously, please pray that
her time at home would be a
time of physical and spiritual
renewal as she prepares to
continue serving the Lord at
Refuge Ranch.

We are so thankful
that we have seen the
Lord working in Cirino’s life this past
ino
month and are enjoying the renewed joy,
servant’s heart and
positive attitude reKatie with some of flected in his life. It
the kids after soccer. has made working

with him such a pleasure once
again and has made the ministry more effective!
After a busy construction season, we have temporarily laid
Hugo off, but rejoice in the
spiritual growth that we have
witnessed in him in the last few
months and look forward to
seeing him on a bi-weekly basis
as he participates in a weekly
discipleship Bible study that
Julie leads, and works here on
Sunday taking care of the place
while we go to church.
We are so thankful for Pati’s
Pati
continued hard and faithful
service. We would be much
hungrier and dirtier without
her!
Please pray for wisdom as Victor and I seek to not only minister to the children but minister
to those who are ministering to
the children—our Refuge Ranch
teammates!
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FATHER’S DAY IN LA JOYA
Shiloh Christian Church’s
group time here in Mexico
from June 14-21 started
off with a bang! They arrived around midnight on
Saturday night and by
noon the next day were
ministering in a povertystricken community on the
outskirts of Mexico City.
La Joya is a new community made up of what we

call “parachuters” - people
who show up on vacant
lots and start building
their “homes” - structures
of cardboard, tin and mattress springs. The Shiloh
team led a small worship
service in the dirt patio of
one of the local homes
where our Mexican congregation is planting a
house church. The Shiloh

group then held a
Bible club for the
local children. The
club finished by serving lunch to everybody. Finally, the
group distributed
The Shiloh group ministering in La Joya.
new Bibles and hyeach of the members of the
giene packets to all who
attended that day’s activi- house church. Not even the
ties and food baskets and rain, HAIL and mud could
dampen the Spirit of God in
age-appropriate Bibles to
that place!

THE WALL
The main task set before the ued construction, we
Shiloh Christian Church work needed to build a retaining
team was fondly dubbed:
wall that would prevent the
“The Great Wall of Refuge
basement from washing
Ranch.” After
having excavated below the
basement of the
main house earbefore
during
lier this year in
away during rainy season!
order to create a new driveThe Shiloh group worked 10
way for the main house and
and 12 hour days hauling
level the ground for contin-

rock, mixing mortar and
building a 10 foot high retaining wall rock by rock! The
night after they left we had a

after

major downpour and the wall
stood firm!
The group also helped out

with other odds and ends
projects like stenciling the
hallway, stairway and a bedroom, sewing tiebacks for the
bedroom curtains.
The team consisted of 20
members ranging in age
from their early teens
into their 60’s and they
all reflected the joy of the
Lord, even in the midst of
hard, dusty, exhausting work.
What a testimony!

LOVE IN ANY LANGUAGE
Besides ministering in La
Joya and building “The Great
Wall of Refuge Ranch”, the
Shiloh team ministered love
and blessing to our family
and the staff of Refuge
Ranch. Tuesday evening
found us seated in a circle on
the driveway as we each received a care package from
Shiloh filled with needs and

treats from clothes, to toys,
to candy and lotion, to beautifully framed pictures. Cirino’s attitude completely
changed after Shiloh’s visit
and Hugo literally jumped up
and down after receiving a
bag of t-shirts!
It has been incredible to
witness the way that the

Lord orchestrates our lives!
God called Victor and I to
start a Hispanic church in
Logansport, Indiana (a town
we had never before
stepped foot in) in the summer of 1997. Shiloh, also in
Logansport, began supporting our ministry there. Now,
11 years later, not only that
congregation, but the entire

community of Logansport, continues to bless our lives and
ministry. Many other Logansport
churches gave offerings to support Shiloh’s week of ministry
with Fishers of Men!
Praise God for the unity among
His body and that there are no
borders nor language barriers
for Him!
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U.S. TRIP UPDATE
As many of you know we have
been trying for several years to
travel to the U.S. as a family in
order to visit our supporting
churches and individuals, as
well as visit prospective
churches who may want to
begin supporting Fishers of
Men. This process has included getting birth certificates
for several of the children,
guardianship papers signed by
biological family members and,
now, a legal guardianship ruling handed down by a Family
Court judge.
Although events are not happening as expected, nor in the
time we would have desired,
we thank you for your prayers
as we can see the Lord’s hand
moving in protecting the best
interests of our children. Our
lawyer, an employee of the
local human services office,

presented the lawsuit to
obtain Fidel’s legal guardianship as a trial run in order
to see what documentation
the court would require, etc.
We have now discovered
that children under 10 years
of age (Fidel and Ana) require a different court process because the government feels that they are still
“adoptable” and should be
channeled through a government orphanage! It appears
that obtaining legal guardianship of the older girls will
not be much of a challenge,
but the lawyer is looking into
the best way to handle Fidel
and Ana’s case in order to
not risk the chance of having them removed from our
family! There are not words
to describe the devastation
that this would wreak on
their lives and our family.

So, for now, our trip to the
U.S., as a family, has been
postponed. We continue to
move forward in trying to get
all the necessary paperwork
for the older girls, but we are
unwilling to risk Fidel and
Ana’s lives just for a visa
and a trip to the States.
Please continue to pray that
the Lord would open the
doors for us ALL to travel to
the U.S., but in His perfect
timing!
In the meantime, I, Julie,
will be scheduling weekend
visits to any church interested between now and the
end of the year. In order to
not leave the family for extended periods of time, I am
willing to fly directly to your
city in order to visit your congregation for a weekend and
then fly back home to Mex-

ico. Although this visitation
option requires more plane
tickets, I don’t expect the
budget to be much different
than all 11 of us, plus several support people, spending three or so months on
the road.
While we are disappointed
that the doors have not yet
opened to make a trip to the
U.S. possible as a family
unit, I am anxious to visit
you and thank you in person
for all your prayers, encouragement, participation and
financial support. As the
children’s papers become
available, several of them
may be able to accompany
me on one or more of these
visits. Please let me know if
you are interested in receiving a visit! I look forward to
seeing you soon!

CELEBRATING OUR 10TH ANNIVERSARY IN CANCUN
One advantage to being a
missionary in Mexico is
celebrating your anniversary in Cancun! Victor and I
leave this Wednesday for a
three night/four day
“honeymoon” to Cancun.
After being married in
Toledo, Ohio in 1998, our
honeymoon consisted of
several days in northern
Michigan and then a drive
to the Texas/Mexico border

to pick up six summer missionaries (with whom we
then lived for several
weeks until purchasing a
mobile home). We spent
the next five years pastoring a new Hispanic church
plant in Logansport, Indiana. Since our first son,
Josiah, was born, seven
years ago, we have not
spent one night away from
the children. Please pray

that our time in Cancun
would be restful and renewing for us individually and as
a couple. Please pray for the
kids, as they are not very
excited about the idea of Dad
and Mom leaving for four
days. Also pray for strength,
wisdom, patience and love
for Julie’s parents, Ashleigh,
Kati, and Aunt Pati, who will
be caring for the children.

On our wedding day 10
years ago—June 6, 1998.

Visit us on the Web!
fishersofmenmexico.org

Fishers of Men is an organization of evangelical
Christians whose mission is to glorify God by meeting
the basic needs of our neighbor while seeking the
integral transformation of that person.
This mission is carried out through two different facets of
ministry: Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades and
Refuge Ranch.

TO CONTACT US

IN THE U.S.:
4116 SAINT ANTHONY RD.
TEMPERANCE, MI 48182
(734) 206-2392
IN MEXICO:
PROLONGACIÓN NIÑO
PERDIDO #7
CUECUECUAUTITLA,
EDO. DE MÉXICO
C.P. 56880
TO CALL US FROM THE
U.S. DIAL:
011-52-597-109-2002

Fishers of Men is an independent organization fully-funded
by individual churches and donors. If you would like more
information about how you can be a part of Fishers of Men
through your financial giving, praying for the ministry,
participating in an Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade or
on a construction mission to Refuge Ranch, please contact
us. All contributions are tax-deductible.

Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades (EMMC) are weeklong crusades, complete with doctors, dentists, hair stylists,
children’s workers, cooks, and general volunteers that seek
to meet the physical needs present in poverty-stricken regions throughout Mexico in order to more effectively address the spiritual needs of the people. The Good News of
Jesus Christ is shared individually with each person that
attends the crusade. Fishers of Men works closely with
local churches and missionaries to ensure the follow-up
and discipleship of the new believers.
Refuge Ranch is an adoptive home, headed by Victor and
Julie, for abandoned children. As part of a loving Christian
family, the children find the love, nurture, freedom and
structure necessary to become all that God wants them to
be.

E M M C T O M O N T E R E Y I N J U LY
Victor is very excited about
the Evangelistic Medical
Mission Crusade (EMMC)
to Monterrey, in the northern part of Mexico, from
July 20-27. The team will
be ministering in a village
by the name of El Potosi,
several hours outside of
the city in a desert region.
This village is surrounded
by other communities
called “rancherías”, which
are small, very impoverished communities. Situated three or four hours
outside of the city of Monterrey, in a rather remote

desert region, the people
have little access to dependable medical care.
This is one reason that
Victor is so excited about
the trip because he knows
that the team will be working in an area where medical care is scarce and of
poor quality. This means
that many local people will
visit the medical crusade
and the team will have the
opportunity to share Christ
with many people who
have never heard the
Good News before.

The pastor of the local
church is an elderly minister, José Miguel, and has
expressed his excitement
about an evangelical
medical team coming to
the area.
The team consists of doctors from different parts of
Mexico, three American
medical personnel and
another volunteer from
the U.S., three bilingual
youth from the Washington D.C. area and volunteers from our local
church here in Mexico.

The City of Monterrey and
surrounding mountains.

This is one of the larger
EMMC’s this year in terms of
the size of the team, the distance they must travel (at least
a 12 hour drive from Mexico
City) and the number of days
the crusade is being held. As
always, we depend on your
prayers for safety, provision,
strength, wisdom and effectiveness.

