
an informational newsletter highlighting the ministry activities of Fishers of Men and the Victor and Julie Zaragoza family 
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Update on petitions 
Last month we asked you to pray for several different petitions 
that we have presented to different governmental authorities.  
Following is an update on each of those petitions.  (The origi-
nal petition is in normal type and the update is in italics.)   
 
Each of these petitions plays an important role in the continu-
ing ministry of Refuge Ranch.  Please keep these requests in 
prayer-that the Lord’s will would be done—in His time and in 
His manner. 
· An extension of the current electrical network so that we 

can have 220 service to the main house with our own 
transformer 

We have heard nothing in regards to this petition and our 
phone calls to the manager have remained unanswered and 
unreturned. 
· Diana’s birth certificate 
The individual that assured us he could register her and get us 
a copy of her birth certificate, charging us $500 in the process, 
was unable to make good on his promise.  We are currently 
trying to get all of her other documents (birth papers, siblings’ 
birth certificates, etc.) back from him, as well as as much 
money as possible, in order to try and register her through our 
local registrars office. 
· That the city would pave our street from the main road up 

to where we did our own paving and also bring up city 
drains to our property 

The city denied our original request and decided to pave and 

put in city sewer from the main road to our neighbor’s house at 
the bottom of the hill.  This leaves a portion of dirt road between 
the new pavement and our paved driveway and does not extend 
sewer service up to our house.  We, and our closest neighbors, 
are still in negotiations with the city to see if they will include the 
rest of the paving and sewer up to our property in their 2008 
budget.   
 
Just this past week, the city started work on the sewer and paving 
project from the main road to our neighbor’s house at the bottom 
of the hill.  This means that we cannot use the road between our 
house and the main road.  We have to take the “back way”, 
which consists of two tire tracks through local fields, over rocks 
and around lots of curves.  Since it is rainy season, this path is 
very muddy and slippery.  The only two times Victor has left 
home in the last week he has gotten stuck!  The normal two min-
ute trip down our driveway to the main road now takes  us 15 
minutes, if we don’t get stuck.  This also means that the water 
truck that comes to fill our tank (our city water tap does not sup-
ply us with near enough water) cannot reach our house.  As I 
type this newsletter, the water truck is stuck up on the hill and 
finally had to borrow hoses from our neighbor to drain the water 
from his truck (where it got stuck) to our tank.  We have been 
without running water since noon yesterday.  Please pray for: 1) 
patience as we have to take the back way in and out of Refuge 
Ranch; 2) wisdom, and patience, in knowing how to handle the 
water situation; 3) that the city would be able to finish the road 
project earlier than the two months they expect to take.  
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We thought the basement was full already—until Al Tillema arrived!  You 
may recall that we shared in our June 2007 update that the first stage of the 
basement of the main house at Refuge Ranch was finished.  We moved our 
home schooling activities into the basement and out of our dining room and 
Pati and Jocelin (Victor’s sister , who does the cooking and laundry, and her 
daughter) moved into their corner of the basement.  We bought shelving and 
organized the Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade supplies.   
 
Then, in August, Al Tillema, from Wisconsin, arrived to build semi-
permanent dividers for the basement.  These “walls”, made from a steel frame 
and plywood bolted to the existing pillars, would divide the basement into its 
respective areas—school, storage and Pati’s room.  We also hoped to create 
two small bedrooms that could be used to house individuals who come to 
volunteer at Refuge Ranch for short periods of time.   
 
Once the work was finished—Pati had her own room; the school area changed 
shape, becoming even more effective; the supplies for the Evangelistic Medi-
cal Mission Crusades and the boxes of extra children’s clothing that we cur-

rently aren’t using each ended up with their own storage area and four addi-
tional rooms were created for visitors and volunteers!   
 
We thank the Lord for Al’s creativity, ingenuity and stewardship that has 
helped us to use the basement’s space to its utmost capacity, while also creating 
the need to continue forward with the second stage of the basement construction 
(as soon as the second story of our current home is done) since we are already 
using the basement to capacity and could always use more space for school. 
 
We now have enough sleeping space for up to eight individuals, thereby making 
it unnecessary for small groups to stay at the local hotel—saving on lodging and 
gas costs.  In fact, in just two weeks three of the bedrooms will be in use as 
Julie’s parents will be visiting, one room is being used by Inocencio (see “Staff 
News”) and the third will be occupied by Ashleigh, a young adult volunteer 
who will be spending nearly two months at Refuge Ranch.  Once again, thank 
you to all of you who gave financially, prayed for and helped complete the first 
stage of the basement project. 

Many of you received a special edition newsletter from us a few 
weeks ago entitled “Bedroom Bulletin” explaining the urgent need 
to add a second story onto our current home in 
order to accommodate all of our children and 
respective belongings.   
 
Our original intention was to live in this home 
(a one story, two bedroom, one bath structure) 
until the main house here at Refuge Ranch is 
constructed.  However, the Lord’s ways and 
timing are not always ours.  In addition, we 
have realized the wisdom and good steward-
ship involved in using each space to its fullest, 
rather than waiting for the entire main house 
to be built before utilizing it.  Finally, the Lord 
has blessed us with five wonderful children, in 
addition to our own three biological children, 
before the main house is anywhere near com-
pletion.   
 
All of this means that the portion of the main 
house that has been completed, the first stage 
of the basement, is being put to full and effec-
tive use (see the following article on this page) 
and that our current home is bursting at the 
seams.  Five children share one bedroom; Ana sleeps in 
her playpen in the dining room; Ruth shares the bedroom 
with Victor and Julie; and Fidel sleeps on the living room couch.  
This is not to mention the extreme lack of space for everybody’s 
clothing, the lack of privacy as the kids get dressed each morning 
and evening, or the almost constant wait to use the restroom.   
 
The new second story would include an office for Victor and I to 
share, four bedrooms, a girls’ bathroom and a boys’ bathroom.  
This would mean that we would have no more than two children 
per bedroom, room for additional children according to the Lord’s 
direction and will, increased privacy for bathing and getting 
dressed, personal space for the kids to relax in and much needed 

office space for Victor and I.   
 
PRAISE THE LORD!  Since we sent the “Bedroom Bulletin” 
to each of you we have received $4500 towards this project!  

Just this past week, Cirino and two additional workers, 
tore up our patio to set the footings for the 
stairwell and yesterday they started laying 
brick for the stairwell.  (Today they are dig-
ging the water truck out from where it got 
stuck—  see “Update on Petitions” article).  
Thank you so much for your generosity, your 
faith and your promptness!  Just knowing that 
the project is moving forward makes the house 
feel bigger already! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We continue trusting in the 
Lord that He will continue providing faithfully and in accor-
dance with His will, timing and abundant grace and mercy!  In 
the meantime, we trust that He will give us the love and pa-
tience to continue living together in rather cramped condi-
tions and creativity to find places to put the folded clothes 
(that’s assuming I get them folded)! �  
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Mexico has a governmental health 
care system.  This system suppos-
edly guarantees health care for 
every citizen, which does not 
actually happen, and the level of 
health care is questionable.  As a 
single mother, Pati has the right to 
receive free governmental health 
care.  As a diabetic with high 

Just this past week, the family 
celebrated Berenice’s first 
birthday.  She is a smiley, 
chunky little toddler.  We 
thank the Lord for this family 
and their ministry!   
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The day that we found out that 
several donations had arrived 
that made it possible to start 
the stairwell for the second 
story of our current home, Cir-
ino had been suffering from 
some shoulder pain.  However, 
the excitement of being able to 
start up the cement mixer took 
away the pain pretty 
quickly!   
 
Please pray that Cir-
ino will have wisdom 
as he directs the con-
struction for Project 
“Going Up”.  Please 
also pray for his con-
tinued health, espe-
cially for his shoul-
der. 
 

blood pressure and cholesterol, she 
needs constant medical supervision 
and guidance.  However, this re-
quires her to travel over three hours 
from our home into Mexico City on 
a monthly basis.  Last week she 
spent the entire week in Mexico 
City—picking up test results, going 
to the doctor and having to resched-

ule the appointment be-
cause the doctor didn’t 
show.  In the meantime, 
did we ever suffer!  I had 
to cancel home schooling 
all week in order to keep 
up with the cooking and 
the laundry myself.  Need-
less to say, Pati returned to 
a family much more ap-
preciative of all that she 
does for us and the minis-
try at Refuge Ranch!  
Thank you, Lord, for 
Pati’s life and thank you, 
Pati, for serving Him. 

-�.��
Hugo, a 16 year old neighbor, has 

begun working at Refuge 
Ranch.  He primarily takes 
care of the cows and 
watches the place when we 
are not home.  When he is 
done with the cows, he helps 
out with construction.  We 
are very excited that just this 
past week he prayed to ac-
cept Jesus as His Lord and 
Saviour! 
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Brother Inocencio is a member of the 
church that we attend.  He 
has previously helped out at 
Refuge Ranch as a member 
of work groups from our 
church and is always anx-
ious to come back and help.  
He now lives and works at 
Refuge Ranch throughout 
the week, for a very small 
salary,  in order to help 
Project “Going Up” move 
forward.  Thank you! 
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