
an informational newsletter highlighting the ministry activities of Fishers of Men and the Victor and Julie Zaragoza family 
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Petitions in Process 
We are currently in the process of presenting the following petitions to 
different governmental authorities, each of which plays an important 
role in the continuing ministry of Refuge Ranch.  Please keep these 
requests in prayer-that they may be granted and without the need to 
pay excessive fees: 

· An extension of the current electrical network so that we can have 
220 service to the main house with our own transformer 

· Diana’s birth certificate 
· That the city would pave our street from the main road up to where 

we did our own paving and also bring up city drains to our property 



+����	��"������

�������
������������"�� ��

( 
 � � � , �! 
 � � � ) * *+ �$ � � 
 � � �

,�������
����
������������
��������

��-����������,����.�����������

��
 ��������"�����,����.�����������

,���%�	���	�����������
�	�	�������
�����	����

�
������������������

������

�����	�
�
������
���/�)0)�
���"����������
��

1�����������������"�,����.�����������

)�������
�����	��������������2��������	�	��

��%�	���	������������"�����
�-���������
�����	�����	�����
�3�������"�	��
��	�"���
���������
��������*�
	����/�	�	�����	
��

�!!����������	�"��
������������
$����%&'()��(**+�

��	�.�
���2����
�������-�����
�������.�
���-	��2��������������������
�����
����
��"� �



����������	
��������
�����
( 
 � � � - �! 
 � � � ) * *+ �$ � � 
 � � �

�������
�������
��
�%
���#
�
��!
�������
�
����������
�����
����

���������
��
�����1
���
�
1���	���+	
��

����	���
���
��

����
���
����������%���������
���
����
��
��������	
�������
��	�
��
�
�����������
���	
��
��/�	
���
��#
���
.������
��
#
�����)�������
�����,��	
����	
��	���
���

��
�	
�
��	
������
%�%����������
���
��	
�	
��,��

��
�������
������	�#
���
����
���

������
���
�.�

Diana is the official cook for the 
Refuge Ranch animals.  Here 

she is shredding corn stalks for 
the cows. 
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Diana and Ana on a lazy sum-
mer afternoon. 
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Josiah and Ruth after our Fourth 
of July parade. 
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Our newest calf at Refuge 
Ranch—Joanna! 
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Fidel spent the first few years of his life with his biologi-
cal father and mother, but life took some radical turns 
when his father died of alcoholism.  His mother was re-
married to a man who didn’t want to raise children that 
weren’t his, so Fidel was sent to live with his elderly 
grandmother.  While Fidel did attend some school the 
academics didn’t make much sense to him and he spent 

most of his time playing around and getting his ears 
pulled by the teachers as a disciplinary measure.  Un-
able to be controlled by his grandmother, he spent lots 
of time on the streets and stealing from local open air 
markets.  Two local missionaries, both doctors, regu-

larly attended to Fidel’s “victims” - children that he hit in the head with 
small stones using his slingshot.  A man that Fidel refers to as his “uncle”, 
although he is no blood relation, would take Fidel to the fields to plant opium 
and then to sell the seeds, which are later turned into drugs regularly con-
sumed by the local soldiers.   
                  When Victor arrived in Tlapa, Guerrero to hold an Evangelistic 
Medical Mission Crusade the local missionaries told Victor about Fidel’s 
situation.  Of course, Victor immediately responded that we would be more 
than happy to make Fidel a part of our family.  The local missionary took 
Victor to City Hall where the police had six year old Fidel arrested and living 
in a jail cell.  The local police, the director of Family and Social Services and 
the local mayor  were so relieved to have somebody take Fidel that they 
quickly handed over his birth certificate and guardianship papers to Victor.  
In fact, the local authorities were planning on taking Fidel to live at the juve-
nile detention center because they didn’t know what else to do with him! 

                  Fidel has adapted very well to life as a part 
of the Zaragoza family and the children are adapting 
well to his presence.  His antisocial stealing and fight-
ing behaviors are not present at all because the moti-
vation for those behaviors, the loneliness and being 
made fun of by other kids, is no longer present, either.  
We have incidents of normal sibling rivalry, but noth-
ing more.  In fact, Martha and Fidel have been able to 
identify with one another quite well as they both came 
to be a part of our family as a result of a crusade.  The 
other day they were swapping stories with each other 
of having to sleep on the floor, not having enough to 
eat and suffering regular beatings with electrical cables 
and belts at the hands of family members and others 
before having become a part of our family.  Fidel is 
six years old and in the first grade with Martha and 
Josiah.  His favorite part of school is writing.  He 
LOVES soccer and riding bike.  The other day we 
went swimming and, although he had assured us he 
knew how to swim, spent the entire afternoon using 
three different flotation devices so that the water wouldn’t carry him away!  
His first Sunday at church he was looking for the “little gods”, the idols nor-
mally present in a Catholic church, and we explained that one day God will 
live in his heart.  We thank the Lord for Fidel’s life and for bringing him to be 
a part of our family and ask that you keep him and our family in your prayers 
as we all continue to adjust and learn to live and grow together. 
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Pati continues doing all of the 
cooking and laundry at Refuge 
Ranch, seven days a week.  We 
are so thankful for her servant’s 
heart and the way that she takes 
her duties so seriously and car-
ries them out so responsibly.  

She is truly 
an example 
for future 
staff as she 
has under-
stood that 
missionaries 
do not just 
preach and 
teach, but 
that they 
serve others 
in Jesus’ 
name.  In 
Pati’s case, 

pletely fulfilled, as if God has 
wired him for building!  God 
has given him talents, abili-
ties and a passion for con-
struction and he is very 
thankful that he can use those 
God-given gifts within a 
Christian minis-
try context here 
at Refuge 
Ranch. 
 
We are anxious 
for the second 
story construc-
tion to start, too, 
in order to alle-
viate some of 
our current 
crowding. 
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Sadly, we had to fire Arnulfo, a 
teenage neighbor who worked 
weekends and summers at Refuge 
Ranch, this past month.  We have 
temporarily hired another teenage 
neighbor to take care of the place 
when we all go to church on Sun-
days.  However, please pray that 
we can find a committed Christian 
who can work on weekends and 
when Cirino needs an extra hand 
with construction work. 

Cirino is looking forward to 
starting the construction of 
the second story of our cur-
rent home as soon as we 
make several decisions about 
the type of material to be 
used and the funds are do-
nated to purchase the needed 
supplies. 
 
While he lends a willing and 
helping hand to the daily 
maintenance needed around 
Refuge Ranch and keeps the 
cows fed, watered and 
milked, his true passion is 
construction. 
 
He shares with us that when 
he is building he feels com-

that service takes the form of five 
or more daily loads of dirty laun-
dry, three daily meals for 12 peo-
ple and lots of dirty dishes.  She is 
also an expert in putting Ana down 
for her naps! 
 
Pati is also a great example for 
future staff as she has understood 
the importance of the children hav-
ing a father and mother and not 
being raised by the “staff” of a 
children’s home.  She readily and 
actively supports our role as the 
children’s parents, (i.e. not giving 
the kids permission for something 
without checking with us first) 
while also developing great rela-
tionships with them as their aunt.  
 
We thank the Lord for her life and 

service! 


