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“For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers,
against the authorities,
against the powers of this
dark world and against
the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly realms.”
Ephesians 6:12

Three p.m. on Monday afternoon and it was
dinner time at Refuge Ranch. Children’s voices
rang out throughout the house as they called
Jeremy, Ashleigh and Hugo (Refuge Ranch
team members) to dinner. Silverware rattled
and plastic cups rolled as several other children
attempted to set the table for the 16 or so of us
eating at the table that day. Dinner consisted
of “enfrijoladas” - fried corn tortillas bathed in
refried beans with sour cream and fresh white
cheese on top. A delicious meal—unless, of
course, you are seven years old and can’t stand
the sight of vegetables, much less the taste.
Such was the dilemma of Josiah. His solution?
He requested a large glass of chocolate milk
right before we were going to eat. That would
certainly kill his hunger pangs and he reasoned
that he would not be forced to eat if he wasn’t
hungry. The glass of chocolate milk was denied to him until it was time for the meal to be
served. The “amen” of our pre-dinner prayer
had barely finished when the glass of chocolate
milk was quickly finished. Josiah was informed
that, since he had disobeyed and finished his
chocolate milk before eating his food, he would
be sitting at the table until his plate was empty.
(Unlike the day before when he claimed he
wasn’t hungry, so he calmly sat at the table as
the rest of us ate and, later on that evening,
when he requested a bedtime snack, was served
the reheated dinner he had not been hungry for
earlier.) The battle began. It was not a battle
over an emptied plate of food, it was a battle
about obedience. It was a battle that needed to
be won in order for the outcome of the final
war to be victory. After sitting at the table for
two and a half hours and expounding on the
finer points of unfair parents, stupid blue plastic kitchen chairs and childhood obesity, Josiah
finished his dinner. The commanding officer
of this operation, Mom, began to question the

intelligence of her strategy. All doubts were laid
aside when, 15 minutes after the plate was declared clean, Josiah came up to Mom and enveloped her in several HUGE bear hugs accompanied by a stream of “I love you, Mom”. The
rest of the evening found Josiah being very cooperative, peaceful and mature! Wow! I will
have to admit, it was not the reaction that I expected after such a fiery battle, but it confirmed
that the declaration of war against disobedience
made at the table was the correct one and the
battle had been worthwhile.
This is just one of the many battles raged at
Refuge Ranch in the last few weeks—battles
against discouragement at all four vehicles being
out of service at once; battles against a lack of
faith when finances wane; battles against exhaustion when sleep is allusive due to small children climbing into one’s bed at night; battles
against sibling rivalry; one can only imagine the
battles fought with three teenage daughters in
the family! I don’t know much about war, or
being a soldier, but I do know that in order for
a soldier to be able to carry out his job on the
frontlines, he needs a really good team behind
him—communicating, supporting, coordinating, supplying. While we may be on the frontlines, YOU are behind us—praying, giving, encouraging, and even joining us in the trenches at
times. THANK YOU! (Thanks, Jeremy and
Ashleigh, for holding my arms up during this
last battle!)
The best news is this: the Bible tells us that the
fight is not against flesh and blood (i.e. my husband, children, co-workers) but against principalities (Satan and his gang) and that the war
has already been won! Jesus won it for us on
the cross! So, may we ride confidently into battle knowing that the Commander-in-Chief goes
before us; His Son is at our side; His Spirit
guides us and His people are behind us!
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A Special Invitation from the Fishers of Men Advisory Board
Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ with a love for Christ
and what he is doing in and
through Fishers of Men and
the Zaragoza family:
Since Fishers of Men
was founded in June of
2003, an Advisory Board
made up of interested volunteers from Julie’s home
church, Mayfair-Plymouth
Congregational Christian
Church in Toledo, Ohio,
has met about four times a
year to provide support in
the way of encouragement
and accountability, while
maintaining the necessary
bank accounts here in the
U.S. Since then, the Fishers
of Men mission has expanded rather quickly on
both fronts – Evangelistic
Medical Mission Crusades
and Refuge Ranch. As the
number of people involved
in both of these areas, as
well as financial contributions, have increased, the
current Advisory Board has
become convinced that we
need to become more structured in order to keep up
with the growth of the mission.
On February 16, 14 people from 4 different
churches met to begin exploring how to become
more organized. These 14
people have all displayed an
exceptional interest in Fishers of Men, several having
participated in an Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade
or a work team to Refuge
Ranch. We came up with

the following recommendations:
•

•

•
•

establish Fishers of Men
as an independent
501(c)3 non profit organization
organize the Fishers of
Men finances into at
least three categories:
Zaragoza’s personal
expenses, Evangelistic
Medical Mission Crusades, and construction
at Refuge Ranch
keep official records
set up a formal Advisory Board to carry out
the above as well as
communication, promotion, fund raising,
etc.

In light of these recommendations, we took the
following action:
•
Three of us will contact
different lawyers to begin
exploring the process of
how to establish Fishers of
Men as an independent
501(c)3 non profit organization.

Each of us will prayerfully consider whether to
become a voting member of
the official Fishers of Men
Advisory Board.
•

•
We agreed to meet
more often than every three
months as we have been
doing in the past. We set
our next meeting for Saturday, April 12, at 10:30
a.m. at Mayfair-Plymouth
Church, 5253 Bennett
Rd., Toledo, OH 43612.

We agreed that we want
to allow anyone with an
interest in Fishers of Men to
be as involved in this entire
process as much as possible.
The input and areas of expertise represented by you
and other members of your
church are welcome. With
the technology of web cams,
etc. it might even be possible to have long-distance
members of the board who
could attend meetings via
the internet. We would certainly welcome any help you
and other members of your
church could offer in setting
up Fishers of Men as a nonprofit organization on its
own. It currently operates
under the tax identification
number of MayfairPlymouth Church.
All of us at the meeting
also agreed that my (Diann
Claassen—Julies mother)
involvement in the day-today business of Fishers of
Men needs to become less,
since being related to Julie
presents a conflict of interest. I will continue to help
with personal communication, etc. but will not be a
voting member of the newly
established Advisory Board.
I am in full agreement on
this.
Victor and Julie are in
agreement with all of these
recommendations. They
want Fishers of Men to be a
mission of integrity with a
strong foundation that will
help keep the mission alive
and well for many years in

the future.
Please prayerfully consider what part God may be
calling you and/or other
members of your church to
contribute to these organizational goals for Fishers of
Men.
Thanks for your partnership
in the Lord’s work,

Diann Claassen
Secretary - Fishers of Men
Advisory Board

If you would like to
know more about
participating on the
Advisory Board, please
contact Diann Claassen
at:
(734) 206-2392
Or email:
ddclaassen@hotmail.com
Whether a voting
member of the Advisory
Board or not, anybody
interested in Fishers of
Men is encouraged to
attend the Advisory
Board meetings.
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Refuge Ranch
Check out the new You

Project: Going Up!
Life has taken on more color this past month here at Refuge
Ranch! We had an excellent painting group made up of Ashleigh, Denise (Ashleigh’s Mom), Rebecca (Ashleigh’s friend),
all from north central Ohio), Scott and Zak (a father-son
team from Toledo, OH) and Jeremy. During their time here
they were able to prime and paint the entire upstairs and the
dining/kitchen/living area downstairs, along with painting all
of the metal window frames (a project
they thought would never end!) The
kids are excited about their unique
rooms and the house feels like a new
house!

Tube video of the kids at
fishersofmenmexico.org!

tor to easily access our property
when it is time to plant. His daughter Amanda helped drive the payloader and the kids loved riding with
her.
We are nearly finished with Project:
Going Up! Lord willing, the glass in the windows will be put
in while we are on the EMMC in Oaxaca next week. Upon
our arrival, we will be installing laminate flooring in the kids’
bedrooms.

DON’T WORRY! There is still an opportunity for you to come and be a part of this
We were also blessed by the presence
project! We need an experienced carpenter
of Dave Moyer and his daughter, Amanda, from Pennsylvania to come and build the door frames (we
and the return of what the kids fondly can’t buy prehung doors here!) and hang
call “Dave’s machines.” Dave came
the doors for the seven rooms upstairs.
back with his huge Volvo equipment
We also need people to come and lay tile in
to continue excavating here at Refuge the upstairs hallway, carpet on the stairs, and tile the downRanch. He prepared
stairs, as well as
finish the tile in the
the area around the
bathrooms. Don’t
miss this opportunity
to serve our Lord
basement for a rewith your talents,
taining wall to be
time and resources!
built this summer
Let us know if you
and also leveled a
are interested and we
driveway for a traccan coordinate dates.

On the Road to the U.S.

We continue forward with our efforts to travel to the U.S. as a family
this coming August in
order to spend several months visiting you and be able to say “Thank you” in person for all of your prayers, support and participation. We have given the DIF (Mexican version of Family and Social Services) a file for each of our five children for
whom we are suing for custody. The file includes all of the documents that we have for each of them and a brief history of
their lives. We are to go see the lawyer in two weeks and see how things are progressing. In a nutshell, the lawyer will present our lawsuit to the judge and then we have to publish a public notice in a newspaper notifying the children’s living relatives of the lawsuit. If nobody responds to the public announcement within a specified amount of time, the lawsuit moves
forward. At that point, the judge has the power to decide whether he makes an immediate sentence in our favor (making the
custody process much quicker) or whether we have to go through the entire court process. As you can see, we continue to
covet your prayer support throughout this process. Specifically, that no relatives see the public announcements, making the
process more complicated, emotionally draining and drawn out. (All of the relatives have signed a guardianship agreement,
so we are not acting against their will, but are formalizing the custody status of the children. However, the “threat” of a lawsuit could scare the relatives and cause them to renege on their initial decision to give up the children.) Secondly, please pray
that the judge would decide to hand down an immediate sentence, rather than carrying out the entire court process.
We went to get Josiah’s passport last week and, after having to return twice to clarify information, it appears that we will be
able to pick up his Mexican passport tomorrow (Tuesday). The difficulties with his passport stemmed from the authorities’
suspiciousness of the fact that Josiah was born in the U.S. and that I am a foreigner. One passport down—eight to go!
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We are so grateful for the team that the Lord
has put together in order to accomplish His
will in and through Fishers of Men!

thing—from
sliding glass doors to Barbie furniture. He is even
an expert at catching mice!
The kids have fallen in love with him—
from Angie to Ana and he will be dearly
missed when he flies back home to Iowa
this Thursday. We are trying our very best to get him to
come back—bribing him with everything from green salsa
to mangos to chocolate marble cake, but we trust that the
Lord will show Jeremy His perfect will in His perfect time.

Team News

Brother Cirino has been
working with us for over
four years now in the areas
of construction, general
maintenance and general
farmhand. We don’t know
what we would do without him!
We have been enjoying the added help of Hugo, a local teenager, who joined us last year as
we began Project:
Going UP. He is in charge of
feeding the cows
and milking and also helps out
with construction
and general chores. It has
been especially
enjoyable to watch him grow
in his new faith in
the Lord, which is reflected in
his smiling face!
Pati continues blessing us with her incredible cooking! In
fact, according to recent work
team members, her cooking is the
reason they keep coming back!!!!

We are VERY excited about the Ashleigh being back at
Refuge Ranch. We spent a wonderful seven weeks with her
last fall and look forward to an incredible two
years, the time that the Lord has led her to commit to serving here at Refuge Ranch. You can
read more in her article below and will be hearing
more from her in the future. The girls are excited
to have a big sister; I am thrilled to have a wonderful friend; Victor is thankful to have somebody
to lighten his wife’s load; and the little ones
love swimming!

There are not words to express
our gratitude to Jeremy for the
last two months that he has spent
at Refuge Ranch. He is a very skilled welder and can fix any-

Victor and I covet your prayers as we try and
lead this team to serve the Lord together, striving to be servant leaders just as Christ was and
is! At times it feels like we trip and mess up
more than move forward.

Ashleigh’s Annotations

From: Jeremy

I’m back in Mexico! I am thrilled to be
serving again with Fisher’s of Men
along side of Victor and Julie for a more
permanent duration. I am so excited to
see what God is going to do while I am
here. My jobs will be many and varied as needs arise but
my desire is to serve Julie in ways that will free her up to
minister to the hearts of her children. I will be responsible for teaching English, grading all subjects, art, swimming lessons, piano practice, odds and end projects, etc.
I am sure that I will change a couple of diapers and
oversee baths, also! As life happens this list will grow.
Please pray that I will be attentive to the needs that
would bless Julie the most and provide her with opportunities to minister to her children. Along this line, I ask
that you would pray for Julie and myself as we learn to
communicate and work together as a team. Thank you
and God bless you for all of your prayers and support to
this ministry!

Greetings from Mexico! Project Going Up
is in its final phase, and I have enjoyed
seeing the house progress in the two
months I have been here. My primary
focus has mainly been construction, but
that can always change depending on the
day! Fixing the water line, repairing electrical problems with Cirino’s truck, welding broken tools
and refurbishing doll furniture has all been within my
scope of things. A big thank you to all the groups that
have come down. It is great to see how God brings people with different skills together to accomplish one purpose. If you have never been on a work project before, I
challenge you to stretch your faith and come to Refuge
Ranch! (If that isn’t enough to convince you, come for
Pati’s cooking. That alone is worth the plane ticket!)
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Evangelistic Medical
Mission Crusades
The Good News Arrives in Guerrero
The Fishers of Men volunteer Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade team traveled to San Antonio Coyahuacan in the
mountains of the state of Guerrero
to
hold
an

Fishers of Men volunteer. In all, 70
adults made decisions to accept Jesus
Christ as their personal Lord and

main house at Refuge Ranch, besides
being able to house many more abandoned and neglected children, is to provide housing for work groups that
come to Refuge Ranch and to allow the Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade volunteers to be able
to gather the night before leaving
on the crusade. The day before the
team’s departure to Guerrero, the
volunteers all arrived at Refuge
Ranch. We had a wonderful time
of fellowship and preparation
throughout the evening; the group
Evangelistic Medical Mission Cruwas able to rest and start their travsade from March 18-22. The
els
on
twenty-two member team consisted
The Lord gave Victor a unique opportunity to share the
of all volunteers from Mexico, inGospel with over one hundred children at one time in
cluding five doctors, two dentists,
Guerrero. The local Catholic church, which you can see in
one hairstylists, one cook, two chilthe background, had just finished catechism classes with the
dren’s workers and thirteen general
local elementary children on its front patio. As the catevolunteers that served as dental aschism classes were let out, Victor instructed two of the
sistants, helped with registration,
Fishers of Men team members to dress as clowns. They
coordinated set up and tear down,
quickly attracted the attention of the children. After the
ran the pharmacy and participated in
clowns spent some time playing games and singing songs
individual evangelism.
with the children, Victor gathered them around and
The poor road conditions encoun- brought out the Gospel Cube. This is a unique cube that,
tered by the team were a preview to by folding it back and forth, tells the Gospel story. While
the physical and spiritual poverty
Victor shared the Good News of Jesus Christ, several
that the team would encounter upon staunch local Catholics began throwing rocks at the Fishers time the next morning, without the
stress of waiting for missing group
their arrival. In fact, the windy dirt of Men team members, hitting several of them, thereby
members to arrive from other cities
mountain roads full of potholes,
showing their opposition to the light of Christ revealing the
and states. Granted, we are lookforced the team to stay in a village
darkness they profess. (Catholicism in Mexico is a hopeing forward to the main house befurther down the mountain the first less combination of Catholicism, witchcraft, indigenous
ing built as the four guest rooms in
night, in order to make the remain- beliefs and cultural control). By the close of the evening,
the basement, and any available
ing portion of the trip during dayevery single child repeated a prayer to accept Christ as their
floor space, was barely enough
light.
Lord and Savior. Our Lord knows which of those prayers
room to house all 22 volunteers.
Throughout the three days of cru- were sincere, but we do know that each child heard that
sade work, the doctors attended to Jesus loves them so much that He died for them in order to Thank you for your prayers, once
again. May all the praise, honor
207 patients and the dentists saw 67 give them eternal life.
and glory be now and forevermore
patients. Each of those individuals
Savior.
only
for our Lord, Savior and King—
was shared the gospel one-on-one by a
Jesus
Christ.
One of our purposes in building a large
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A UNIQUE Way to Participate
This past month we discovered and exciting and unique
way that YOU can actively
participate in an Evangelistic
Medical Mission Crusade
from the comfort of your
living room!
At the conclusion of each
crusade we give copies of two
discipleship Bible studies to
the local pastor or missionary
to aid them in the follow-up
of the new believers. The
first Bible study, “Good
News for You”, is a short, six
lesson Bible study taken directly from the Gospel of
John that reaffirms the new
believer’s faith in Jesus Christ
and the truth that salvation is
found ONLY through a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. This is where YOU
come in to play! I would venture to say that 99.9% of the
new Christians who accept
the Lord during an EMMC
do NOT have access to a Bible. We do not have the financial resources to provide a
new Bible to each new believer and giving them an entire Bible may, at times, seem
overwhelming and seems to
encourage them to start read-

3) Follow the instructions on
the website

ing in Genesis, which can
become tedious reading for a
new believer by the time
4) Order Spanish copies of
they reach Numbers and
the Gospel of John
Lamentations. However, we The Pocket Testament League
now have a way in which
suggests ordering 30 testayou can help us provide the
ments a month. They do not
Gospel of John to each new charge for the testaments, just
believer! This
for shipping and handling,
is perfect beand, of course, give you
cause the first
the opportunity to support
Bible study
the ministry. However, if
that they will
you are not able to give
be doing, led
financially you can still
by their local
order the testaments and
pastor or misas soon as another donor
sionary, is
gives to help cover the
based entirely The cover of the Spanish cost of your order, the
on the Gospel Gospel of John available testaments will be sent to
through The Pocket
of John.
you.
Testament League.

This is made
possible through your participation in The Pocket Testament League. This organization makes the Gospel of
John in a pocket size available at low or no cost. To
participate take the following
steps:
1) Go to
www.pocketpower.org
2) Become a member by
clicking on: Membership

5) When you receive

“Therefore go and
make disciples of all
nations...teaching them
to obey everything I
have commanded you.”
Matthew 28:19-20

your testaments please
send them on to Fishers of
Men, 4116 Saint Anthony

Rd., Temperance, MI
48182 or let us know,
by email, fishersofmen2@hotmail.com,
or by phone, 734-2062392, that you have
testaments for us and
we will make the necessary arrangements to
get them to Michigan
and eventually to Mexico.
I am so excited about this
opportunity! This is a great
chance for even children
and young people to get
involved and KNOW that
they are making a real difference in people’s lives
through making God’s
Word available to them.
Besides helping out by ordering copies of the Gospel of John, for just $1.00
you can provide a copy of
the Bible study, Good
News for You, to a new
believer. You can send
your donation to Fishers of
Men and earmark it
“discipleship” and we will
purchase the Bible studies.
Thank you!

Getting Ready for Oaxaca! EMMC to Oaxaca—April 11-20
This Friday the Fishers of
Men team leaves on an
EMMC to the state of Oaxaca for ten days! We are
very excited about this trip
because our entire family is
going with Victor. The kids
and I are in charge of the
area of children’s ministry
during this crusade. Just this
morning the younger chil-

dren were counting vitamins
into Ziploc bags to be distributed to the local children
and then all of the kids
helped organize the flannelgraph figures. This afternoon we will be planning our
Bible stories, games, songs,
crafts and preparing their
clown outfits. The kitchen

was a buzz of noise and activity this morning as we
talked about our plans. It is
wonderful to see how excited
they kids are about ministering to other children!
As always, please pray for
safety during travel, wisdom
for the medical personnel,
effectiveness in sharing the

Gospel and the financial provision to effectively carry out
the crusade.
Please especially pray that this
can be an excellent experience
for our children—for patience
during travel and throughout
our stay; that they may feel
useful in God’s kingdom; and
for health throughout the crusade.

Fishers of Men is an organization of evangelical
Christians whose mission is to glorify God by meeting
the basic needs of our neighbor while seeking the
integral transformation of that person.

In the U.S.:
4116 Saint Anthony Rd.
Temperance, MI 48182
(734) 206-2392
In Mexico:
Prolongación Niño Perdido #7
Cuecuecuautitla, Edo. de México
C.P. 56880
To call us from the U.S. dial:
011-52-597-109-2002

This mission is carried out through two different facets of ministry:
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades and Refuge Ranch.

Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades (EMMC) are weeklong crusades, complete with doctors, dentists, hair stylists, chil-

Email us:

dren’s workers, cooks, and general volunteers that seek to meet

fishersofmen2@hotmail.com

the physical needs present in poverty-stricken regions throughout

We’re on the Web!

Mexico in order to more effectively address the spiritual needs of

fishersofmenmexico.org
Fishers of Men is an independent organization
fully-funded by individual churches and donors.
If you would like more information about how
you can be a part of Fishers of Men through
your financial giving, praying for the ministry,
participating in an Evangelistic Medical Mission
Crusade or on a construction mission to Refuge
Ranch, please contact us. All contributions are
tax-deductible.

the people. The Good News of Jesus Christ is shared individually
with each person that attends the crusade. Fishers of Men works
closely with local churches and missionaries to ensure the followup and discipleship of the new believers.
Refuge Ranch is an adoptive home, headed by Victor and Julie,
for abandoned children. As part of a loving Christian family, the
children find the love, nurture, freedom and structure necessary to
become all that God wants them to be.

Vehicles—”a necessary evil”
“A necessary evil”-this is our current opinion
of vehicles. We have easily spent over $2000
during this past month on our vehicles! We
have four vehicles and ALL four have had problems this past
month! Be encouraged, the ending is more encouraging than
the beginning!

on Thursday the mechanic asked him why we
had a 15 passenger van. Victor shared with the
mechanic about Refuge Ranch and the Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades. He then offered to put on
a certain kit, with no labor charges, that would help the van
with the heavy loads that we carry and navigate the mountain
driving better. Then, Victor told him about the white 15 passenger van that we specifically use for crusades and the mechanic offered to put on the same kit as on the other van
completely free of charge! We marvel at the way that the
Lord moves the heart of non-Christians to work on behalf of
His kingdom!

First of all, the entire electrical system in our black cab and a
half pick up truck burnt out due to a short behind the
dashboard. It is completely inoperable at this point in time
and, most likely, not worth fixing. We are praying for a new
cab and a half, or double cab, pick up truck via either the
money to purchase one here in Mexico or a donated vehicle
in the U.S. that can be brought down to Mexico. (If we bring A few weeks ago, Victor took our little Ford Focus, our gasa vehicle in from the U.S. it needs to be at least 10 years old.) saving-errand-running vehicle, to get the engine washed (a
common practice here in Mexico where vehicles get sooo
Then, an oxygen sensor went out on the red 15 passenger
dusty) and several sensors were affected. In unrelated events,
van, costing nearly $400 to get fixed. From there, Victor
the brake lines went out and the radiator started leaking. It
took off on an EMMC to Guerrero and the transmission
should get out of the mechanic’s today.
went out. We took the van to a recommended shop on the
rich side of Mexico City and requested that a brand new
transmission be installed. While we are frustrated at having
had to dish out $1700, the Lord is working even in the darkest of circumstances. When Victor went to pick up the van

Our vehicles are such a necessary tool in the ministry—help
us pray that they would run well and not use up anymore precious resources. We are also praying that we would learn the
lessons that the Lord has for us to learn throughout these
experiences.

